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What is The Beginning?


What will you learn?


What is expected of you?


What are our goals as your Instructor(s)?

What is The Beginning?

The Beginning is the first in a series of courses by SOTEC on the study of Pagan Spirituality for Ministers. The Beginning courses are designed to give the student a solid basis in Paganism from which to build on. The Beginning is one piece of a 3 piece study program called Your Journey, which is taught over a 3 year period. The Beginning is the foundation on which to build, Paths, the second part is building upon the basics, and Movement, the third part, is a primer to going forward in the community and servicing the community.

What will you learn? 

Each course will have its own syllabus. You will receive a syllabus that will detail each part of The Beginnings course. 

What is expected of you?

While every student is different and unique, every student will have the same set of guidelines to follow during all the courses of Your Journey. 

1. Be prepared. In short, make sure that you are prepared for each and every class you attend. Bring all the supplies you need to class.

2. Be on-time. If you are going to be late or you are unable to attend, please let your instructor know ahead of time.

3. Be kind and patient. Everyone will not be moving along at the same pace. Each part of the pieces of this course will be taught over several class periods and some will take longer than others to comprehend. Be patient, if you already know a part, help others who do not.

           What are our goals as your Instructor(s)?

To provide the opportunity for everyone who wants to learn the fundamental basics regarding Paganism and how they relate to us, the world, and other religions.

To provide comprehensive Ministerial theory and practice; where students have the opportunity to practice what they learn, building confidence through knowledge and hands on application. 

To provide a classroom setting that is welcoming to all regardless of mental, physical, emotional challenges, race, religion, color, or sexual preference.

To provide each student with the tools, both mental and physical, to go out in the world armed with knowledge and practice. 
Syllabus

Part 1:      Personal Exploration 
What brought you to this point in which you have decided to move forward in your spiritual studies?
Journaling and Meditation: tools for spiritual-self guidance.
Personal Power and Energy- harnessing and directing (2 part class)
Part 2:   History
What is Paganism and where do its roots lie? What are the different traditions that are under the umbrella of Paganism? (May be review for some)

Where do Women’s spirituality and the Feminism movement come into play?
What is Eco-Spirituality? How does this relate to Paganism today?
Pagans and sexuality

Part 3:   Morals and Ethics

Morals and Issues in Paganism
On being an Ethical Pagan
Beginning Ministerial Ethics
Laws and Pagan Ministry 

Part 4:   Rituals
Rituals: The concept of the Ritual, different types

Crafting Liturgy (part 1): Basics
Crafting Liturgy (part 2): Expanding the Basics, 
Crafting Liturgy (part 3): Incorporating Children in Ritual, Public Rituals and Large versus Small Rituals

Crafting Liturgy (part 4): Practice

Part 5:  Mental Tools

Visualization and Manifestation

Dreams - working for you? 

Altered States of Consciousness 
Part 6:  Magickal Work
Beyond Samantha’s Cauldron – Advanced Magickal workings (part 1)

Beyond Samantha’s Cauldron – Advanced Magickal workings (part 2)

Group Magick – how, when, when not
Responsibility in Magick- personal responsibility and responsibility when teaching others

